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To  the  Walsall  Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  my-  Twenty- 
third  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary 
Condition  of  the  Walsall  Rural  District  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1919. 

Die  district  consists  of  five  parishes,  which 
almost  surround  the  County  Borough  of  Walsall; 
viz.  :  — 

(1)  Great  Barr.  This  is  an  extensive  and 
scattered  parish,  entirely  agricultural  in  character, 
with  the  exception  of  ttie  portion  which  abuts  on 
Warwickshire,  called  Streetly,  and  which  is  a  resi¬ 
dential  district,  occupied  mainly  by  manufacturers 
from  Walsall  and  Birmingham.  Until  this  year  there 
was  a  large  Ammunition  Factory  (where  some  fifteen 
hundred  persons  were  employed)  situated  near  the 
Streetly  end.  The  buildings  are  now  in  process  of 
being  dismantled. 

In  this  Parish  is  situated  Barr  Beacon,  which 
rises  to  the  height  of  some  700  feet  above  sea  level. 

In  the  centre  of  Great  Barr  there  is  a  large  house, 
surrounded  by  a  very  considerable  park,  which  was 
formerly  the  seat  of  Lady  Bateman  and  Scott.  A 
few  years  ago  this  was  acquired  by  the  Walsall  and 
West  Bromwich  Boards  of  Guardians.  The  house 
is  now  occupied  by  some  60  or  70  young  children, 
and  in  the  park  buildings  have  been  erected  to  form 
a  Colony  for  Mental  Defectives. 

(2)  Aldridge.  This  Parish  is  also  largely 
agricultural  in  character,  but  a  large  coal  mine  and 
numerous  brick  works  are  situated  in  the  end  of  the 
parish,  which  joins  the  Brownhills  Urban  District, 
called  Stubbers  Green. 

There  is  an  Orphanage  in  this  parish  conducted 
by  the  R.A.O.B.,  where  about  90  children  are  being 
educated. 

(3)  Pelsall.  This  parish  consists  mainly  of 
houses  occupied  by  miners,  who  work  at  various 
collieries  in  the  surrounding  districts,  but  there  are 
a  number  of  villa  residences  surrounding  an  exten¬ 
sive  common  in  the  centre  of  the  village. 

(4)  Rushall.  This  parish  is  situated  on  the  main 
road  running  from  Walsall  to  Lichfield.  In 


3 


character  it  is  very  much  like  Pelsall.  Some  forty 
villa  residences  were  built  on  the  Walsall  end  of  the 
mam  road  just  before  the  war. 

(5)  Bentley.  This  parish  is  completely 
separated  from  the  rest  of  the  district  by  the  County 
Borough  of  Walsall.  It  consists  almost  entirely  ot 
pit  mounds  due  to  coal  mines  which  have  been  worked 
out.  At  the  present  time  there  are  a  few  small  pits 
being  worked  for  the  purpose  of  getting  surface 
coal.  The  parish  is  very  thinly  populated,  and  con¬ 
tains  no  church,  chapel,  school,  or  any  public  build¬ 
ings.  In  this  parish  is  situated  the  Cemetery  for 
Willenhall. 

The  only  water  course  of  any  importance 
in  the  whole  of  the  district  is  one  which  divides 
the  parish  of  Rushall  from  Walsall,  and  is  the 
commencement  of  the  River  Tame. 

Two  estimates  of  population  have  again  been  Population, 
given  by  the  Registrar-General,  one,  marked  for 
death-rate  (12,161),  is  the  estimate  of  the  civilian 
population  of  the  district,  and  will  be  used  for  the 
calculation  of  the  civilian  death-rate ;  the  other,  which 
will  be  used  for  the  calculation  of  the  civilian  birth¬ 
rate  (12,668),  is  an  estimate  of  the  total  population, 
based  on  the  assumption  that  the  rate  between  total 
and  civil  population  is  the  same  in  this  district  as  in 
England  and  Wales  as  a  whole. 

1  he  two  Auxiliary  Hospitals  at  Aldridge  have 
been  closed  during  the  year. 

There  were  283  births  registered  in  the  district,  Births- 
of  which  number  148  were  males  and  135  females. 

Two  males  and  four  females  were  illegitimate.  The 
birth-rate  was  22.34  Per  thousand.  Last  year  the 
rate  was  20.97. 

Under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  I  received 
271  notifications.  This  number,  with  the  addition 
of  several  children  who  were  born  out  of  the  district, 
shows  that  doctors  and  midwives  in  the  great 
majority  of  cases  are  not  unmindful  of  the  duty  of 
notifying  births  to  the  local  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  During  the  year  I  wrote  to  one  medical 
practitioner  in  the  district,  calling  attention  to  the 
fact  that  he  was  failing  to  notify  births  in  his  prac¬ 
tice,  and  he  replied  that  he  would  do  so  in  future. 

The  birth-rate  is  still  far  too  low,  but  there 


4 


Deaths. 


Infantile 

Death-rate. 


Zymotic 

Death-rate 


Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare. 


are  indications  that  it  is  improving  with  the  gradual 
return  of  men  who  have  been  away  on  war  service. 

The  number  of  deaths  (civilians  only)  occurring 
in  the  district  decreased  this  year  to  142,  of  whicu 
number  84  were  males  and  58  temales. 

The  death-rate,  from  all  causes  and  at  ail  ages, 
was  11.67.  -hast  year  the  rate  was  17*67* 

The  death-rate  for  the  whole  of  England  arid 
Wales  during  1919  was  13.8. 

The  death-rate  may  be  regarded  as  very  satis¬ 
factory,  especially  as  it  included  5  deaths  from 
influenza  at  the  commencement  of  the  year. 

There  were  28  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 
of  age,  as  compared  with  22  last  year.  t  he  miau- 
tile  mortality,  as  measured  by  the  proportion  ot  the 
number  of  deaths  registered  at  ages  under  one  year 
to  1,000  births,  was  98.9.  Last  year  the  number  was 
81.4.  The  death-rate  this  year  is  tairiy  satisfactory, 
but  the  fact  that  one  child  dies  out  of  every  ten  born 
during  tne  first  year  is  a  matter  of  regret,  and  every 
effort  should  be  made  to  reduce  the  number.  This 
is  being  done  by  the  establishment  of  a  system  of 
health-visiting,  and  the  providing  of  milk  in  necessi¬ 
tous  cases.  I  am  also  informed  that  Child  Welfare 
Centres  will  shortly  be  opened  in  Aldridge  and 
Pelsall. 

Twelve  deaths  were  due  to  zymotic  disease, 
viz.:  —  three  from  whooping  cough,  1  from 
diphtheria,  3  from  diarrhoea,  and  5  from  influenza. 

The  zymotic  death-rate  was  .98.  Last  year  th- 
rate  was  5.7. 

The  great  increase  in  the  death-rate  last  year 
was,  of  course,  due  to  the  severe  epidemic  of  influenza 
in  the  later  months  of  1918,  which  had  not  quite 
died  out  in  the  early  months  of  1919,  when  5  deaths 
were  attributed  to  it. 

The  Health  Visiting  has  been  done  systematic¬ 
ally  during  the  year,  a  monthly  report  by  the 
Visitors  being  presented  to  me.  I  find  the  work  done 
by  them  is  very  useful  in  pointing  out  samtaiy 
defects  existing  in  the  houses  they  visit. 

With  the  termination  of  1919.  measles  has  ceased 
to  be  a  notifiable  disease.  Not  a  single  death  was 
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due  to  measles  during  tne  year.  Seventy-three  cases 
were  notified,  viz.  : — .Light  from  Aldridge,  36  from 
Pelsall,  2  from  Rushall,  25  from  Great  Barr,  and  2 
from  Bentley. 

Only  one  case  was  notified  from  Great  Barr.  Diphtheria. 
This  case  proved  fatal. 

For  the  seventh  year  in  succession  no  case  of  Enter’  Fever, 
enteric  fever  was  notified. 

Eighteen  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were  notified,  scarlet  Fever, 
viz.  : — One  from  Aldridge,  4  from  Pelsall,  5  from 
Rushall,  and  8  from  Great  Barr.  No  death  was  due 
to  this  disease.  The  whole  of  the  cases  from  Great 
Barr  occurred  in  the  Red  House  Convalescent  Home, 
which  receives  children  in  a  poor  state  of  health  from 
Birmingham.  The  whole  of  the  children  were 
removed  for  treatment  to  the  Birmingham  Isolation’ 

Hospital. 

Two  cases  of  erysipelas  were  notified,  1  from  Erysipelas. 
Aldridge  and  I  from  ureat  Barr. 

Two  cases  of  cerebro-spmal  fever  were  reported,  cerebro-spinai 
1  from  Rushall  and  1  from  Aldridge.  The  Rushall  Fever‘ 
case,  a  girl  aged  14  years,  was  sent  for  diagnostic 
purposes  to  the  Walsall  General  Hospital,  and  subse¬ 
quently  was  removed  for  treatment  to  the  Walsall 
Workhouse  Infirmary,  bhe  was  ill  for  a  number  of 
weeks,  and  after  treatment  with  meningo-cocca! 
serum,  made  a  good  recovery.  The  Aldridge  case 
was  a  woman  aged  26.  I  found  her  very  seriously 
ill  in  bed,  on  a  landing,  and  removed  her  at  once  to 
the  Walsall  Workhouse  Infirmary,  where,  despite 
treatment,  she  died  in  a  few  days. 

Two  cases  of  malaria  were  notified,  1  from  Malaria. 
Pelsall  and  1  from  Aldridge,  in  ex-soldiers  who  had 
contracted  the  disease  abroad. 

Two  cases  of  puerperal  fever  were  notified,  1  puerperal  Fever 
from  Pelsall  and  1  from  Aldridge.  Both  were 
apparently  mild  cases  and  made  good  recoveries. 

On  March  1st,  1919,  primary  pneumonia  and  Pneumonia, 
influenzal  pneumonia  were  made  notifiable  diseases, 
and  I  received  12  such  notifications,  viz.  : — Three 
from  Aldridge,  4  from  Pelsall,  and  5  from  Rushall. 

Five  of  these  cases  were  notified  in  the  month  of 
March. 

Under  Form  A  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order  of  Tuberculosis. 
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1912,  12  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 

notified. 

During  the  year,  7  specimens  of  sputum  were 
sent  to  tne  bacteriological  Department  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Birmingham  tor  examination  for  tubercle 
bacilli,  all  of  which  proved  negative.  Six  swabbmgs 
from  throats  were  sent  for  the  detection  of  diph¬ 
theria  bacilli,  1  of  which  proved  positive  and  5 
negative. 

Year  after  year  I  nave  reported  that  the  scaveng¬ 
ing  work  at  Pelsail,  Rushali,  and  Aldridge  has  been 
more  or  less  unsatisfactorily  done.  The  conditions 
became  worse  every  year  that  the  war  continued,  and 
reached  a  climax  m  1919.  So  many  complaints  were 
received,  not  only  by  myself,  but  also  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer,  that  the  latter  decided  to  personally 
investigate  the  state  of  altairs.  On  July  5th,  1919, 
he  presented  a  special  report  to  the  County  Council, 
and  advised:  — 

(1)  — That  the  District  Council  should  do  the 
scavenging  work  themselves ; 

(2)  — The  systematic  and  rapid  conversion  of 
privies  into  water-closets. 

(3)  — The  abolition  of  all  large  ashbits  and  sub¬ 
stitution  of  ashbms; 

(4)  — The  transference  of  the  supervision  of 
refuse  removal  irom  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the 
Surveyor. 

Dr.  Reid  subsequently  had  an  interview  with  the 
District  Council,  when  he  urged  the  above-mentioned 
points.  The  Council,  however,  decided  that  for  the 
present  they  did  not  see  their  way  clear  to  do  the 
work  themselves,  but  agreed  to  considerably  increase 
the  pay  of  contractors,  lhey  promised  also  that  the 
conversion  of  privies  into  water-closets,  and  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  ashbins,  should  steadily  go  on. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  the  scavenging 
work  was  certainly  more  satisfactorily  done,  but 
there  is  still  room  for  much  improvement  to  be  made. 

Before  the  War,  the  shortage  of  houses  was  felt 
in  this  district,  and  m  my  annual  report  for  1914  1 
noted  that  there  were  only  19  void  houses  in  the 
entire  district.  Not  a  single  house  has  been  built 
during  this  time,  and,  therefore,  it  will  be  apparent 
that  the  condition  of  affairs  now  is  becoming 
intolerable.  Many  of  the  houses  throughout  the  entire 
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district  are  uncomfortably  overcrowded,  in  many 
cases  two,  and  in  a  tew  cases  three,  families  being 
compelled  to  occupy  the  same  dwelling. 

Negotiations  for  the  acquirement  of  land  for  the 
purpose  of  building  houses  have  been  going  on,  but 
up  till  the  end  of  1919,  no  commencement  has  been 
made  with  the  building.  At  the  present  time  I  do 
not  know  of  a  single  nouse  which  is  vacant  and  is  in 
any  way  fit  for  human  habitation. 

The  work  under  the  Housing  and  Town 
Planning  Act  has  been  continued  on  the  same  lines 
as  in  previous  years,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
resume :  — 

(1)  — Houses  inspected  in  the  district : — Rushall, 
98;  Pelsall,  93;  Aldridge  74;  Great  Barr,  47; 
Bentley,  31.  Total,  344. 

(2)  — Houses  fit  for  human  habitation  in  present 
condition  : —  Rushall,  63;  Pelsall,  59;  Aldridge,  57; 
Great  Barr,  30;  Bentley,  25.  Total,  234. 

(3)  — Houses  having  defects  for  which  notices 
were  served: — Rushall,  35;  Pelsall,  34;  Aldridge, 
17;  Great  Barr,  9;  Bentley,  6.  Total,  101. 

(4)  — Houses  made  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation,  the  repairs  including  roofs,  floors,  better 
ventilation,  and  sanitary  conveniences: — Rushall, 
28;  Pelsall,  25;  Aldridge,  14;  Great  Barr,  6;  and 
Bentley,  6. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  17  of  the 
Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act  during  the  year. 

Under  Section  15  no  notice  was  served.  The  . 
work-places,  including  the  bakehouses  and  dress¬ 
makers’  shops,,  have  been  regularly  visited  during 
the  year.  Four  women  are  engaged  in  homework 
(brush-filling) :  3  at  Pelsall  and  1  at  Rushall. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  Jackson,  has  done 
his  best  during  the  year  to  fulfil  the  various  duties 
of  his  office. 

Finally,  allow  me  to  thank  you  once  again  for 
your  continued  confidence  and  support. 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  MARTIN  FOX. 

September  28th,  1920. 
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Deaths  registered  during  the  Calendar 

Year  lit  It). 


Causes  of  Death. 

(Civilians  only.)  Males. 

All  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  ...  ...  ...  1 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  4 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ...  ...  1 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ...  ...  5 

Rheumatic  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Meningitis  .  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  7 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  H 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ...  ...  ...  2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ...  ...  1 

DiarrUoea,  etc.  (under  2  years)...  ...  — 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis  ...  ...  1 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease...  ...  1 

Congenital  Debility,  etc.  ...  ...  10 

Violence,  apart  from'  Suicide  ...  ...  3 

Other  Defined  Di eases  ...  ...  ...  28 

Causes  Ill-defined  or  Unknown  ...  ...  — 


Special  Causes  (included  above) — 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever  ..  ...  — 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age — 

Total  .  13 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Total  Births — - 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  •••  146 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

148 


Population — 

For  Birth  Rate — 12.668. 
For  Death  Rate — 12,161. 


Females. 

58 

2 

1 

5 

1 

4 

1 

3 

7 

1 

3 

3 

2 

7 

i 

16 

1 


1 


14 

1 


131 

4 


135 


